It was found that operations carried on against bands of dacoits

Experience of the country as    were of no avail unless the dispersion of

a field of operations.         the dacoits was followed up by the occupa-

tion of the district. The dacoit bands never stood up to fight our
troops, and, consequently, were rarely defeated; they would disperse
on the approach of a column, and, as soon as it had passed by, they
would assemble again. Consequently, after the first few months,
operations were only undertaken by columns sent out from the various
posts to disperse the gangs in their immediate neighbourhood. It was
necessary for the success of any expedition that its attack should
partake of the nature of a surprise; the dacoits had wonderful
means of obtaining information as to the moves and projected
movements of troops, and it happened oftener than not that a
column sent to operate against a band found it already dispersed
of its own accord. It was fruitless searching for the dacoits, because
it was the villagers themselves who had recently been under arms
as such. Unless a band was reached before it dispersed, it was
quite impossible to operate against it or its component parts ;
Usual strength of columns and in a populous or jungly district the
operating against dacoits. biggest band would completely melt away

in twenty minutes. For these expeditions it was necessary to have
the columns as mobile and light as possible; pack transport was
indispensable. It was found that in the close country and on the
narrow paths, columns of over 200 men were cumbersome and
unwieldy, and that 200 men were sufficient for the work they had
to do ; consequently, it was very rare that a column exceeded that
strength.

As the dacoits so rarely stood, and when attacked disappeared
so quickly, columns composed entirely of infantry operated at
a great disadvantage. They would have to march for five or six
hours, pushing on as fast as they could and making straight for the
position, knowing that if they rested for a moment they would lose
touch with the dacoits at once. To follow them up for long was
impossible, as.they spread out in all directions, were lightly clad,
fresh, and could generally keep out of sight in the jungles and
villages ; even if infantry left their posts unobserved, any spies on
the way could outstrip them and give information of their
approach. Hence the unsatisfactory results of infantry engagements.